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1870 he had the opportunity of playing an historical (even if it
were only a small) part, when at Ems he warded off the French
Ambassador, Benedetti, in Ms second attack.

These four were the old Emperor's faithful ones, those who
had to perform the insignificant daily work, in order to keep
the organisation of the state in motion. Just as little as it is .
possible to dream of omitting the figures of those great Paladins,
Bismarck, Moltke and Roon, whose earlier steps will sound
through centuries of German history, from the memoirs of the
great Emperor's world-historical achievement, just as little
was his day's work possible without the loyal Albedylls,
Wilmowskis, Lehndorffe and Radziwills,

Of my grandfather's aides-de-camp 1 will only name a few.
Count von Alten, a stiff riding figure, was for many years aide-
de-camp, and later, until the last, General cl U suite. He com-
manded the regiment of the Gardes du Corps for an endless
time. He was generally nicknamed " the chevalier " because
of his distinguished appearance. He was the brother-in-law of
the chief of the military cabinet, and brother of the Duchess
of Manchester, who played an important part in London Society
at that time. His comrades wrote these amusing lines about him:

" My brother-in-law is Albedyll,

My friends, Lehndorff and Radziwill,

From crown to toes,

I am the chevalier/'

The aide-de-camp von Plessen became later my Chief aide-
de-camp ; I ought to say that he held this post at the same
time that August Eulenburg was Chamberlain. I wish to
devote a few words to General von Loe.

Von Loe, a Catholic Rhinelander, had certainly the most
distinguished brain in my grandfather's military circle. He
possessed a cultivated, winning nature/and the most polished
manners. - In conversation, he lent convincing power to his words
by looking penetratingly at his companion with his fine,
clever eyes. He was a shrewd judge of men and events, not
only in his career as a soldier, but also in other subjects,